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CALL FOR ENTRIES 
ARTEDEA-ARENA26 
LIVE MUSIC COMPETITION FOR CHAMBER MUSIC 

 

Dear Professors, Lecturers and Students! 

The Gustav Mahler Private University of Music in Klagenfurt am 

Wörthersee (Austria) hosts the annual live competition „ARTEDEA-

ARENA“ at the Klagenfurt Concert Hall. What started as a small idea 

has now grown into a major event. And in 2026, we will even venture 

beyond our borders and look forward to growing closer together in 

the spirit of cooperation. 

The ARTEDEA Arena Live Competition 26 will take place on Thursday, 

30 April 2026, and we invite you to send a chamber music ensemble of 

your choice to Klagenfurt. 

2026 will be all about chamber music under the motto „The best isn't  

in the notes (Gustav Mahler). The 15-minute programme can be freely 

chosen from all stylistic periods, but must include one piece from the 

21st century. In addition to musical performance, such as expression 

and ensemble playing, technical execution, stage presence and 

charisma, the jury will evaluate the stage performance as an important 

part of it. By stage performance, we mean the use of additional 

communication elements such as language, light, movement or 

images, which make the performance unique and individual. A total of 

five ensembles will compete at the ARTEDEA Arena. 

 

The winning ensemble – chosen by the jury – will receive prize money 

of € 5,000, while the winners of the audience award will receive € 1,000 

plus performances at renowned music festivals. 

 

As in previous years, Radio Kärnten and ORF Kärnten will broadcast the 

event live, allowing the audience at home to vote for their favourites 

(audience award). 

 

We look forward to receiving many exciting and creative entries! 

 

TIMELINE 

Announcement of the ensemble:  

Friday, 27 February 2026 

Rehearsal:  

Wednesday, 29 April 2026 

ARTEDEA-Live Competition 

Thursday, 30 April 2026 

 

 

Photographer: Daniel Waschnig 
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The images are linked to ARTEDEA24. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTMslHNynW4&list=RDPTMslHNynW4&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHox6kl0p6M&list=RDxHox6kl0p6M&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNvFTj0M6dg&list=RDHNvFTj0M6dg&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg9MMKwwJvY&list=RDBg9MMKwwJvY&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kNZpbKA9W4&list=RD7kNZpbKA9W4&start_radio=1
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Here are the conditions of participation for the selection process: 

 

WHO is eligible to participate in the competition? 

✓  Students of participating universities, conservatories and colleges 

✓  At least half of the participants in a group must be enrolled at the institution at the time of 

registration for the competition 

✓  The group size should be 2–8 musicians 

✓  The average age of all participants in the group must not exceed 27 years 

 

WHAT is permitted to play?  

✓ All stylistic periods are permitted 

✓  The programme must include a work from the 21st century (minimum duration 5 minutes, taking into 

account contemporary aesthetics) 

✓ The duration of the performance + compulsory piece must be 15 minutes and the performance must 

include stage performance elements such as light, poetry, language, visuals, etc. 

 

WHEN is the deadline for announcing the ensembles? 

The announcement of the ensembles must be sent by 27 February 26 to 

Ms Monika Schmidinger monika.schmidinger@gmpu.ac.at. The submitted programme is binding; no 

changes can be made after the registration deadline! 

 

WHERE will the live competition take place? 

The live competition will take place on Thursday, 30 April 2026, at 7:15 p.m.  

ARTEDEA Arena in the „Großer Saal“ of the Konzerthaus Klagenfurt. 
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HOW is the musical performance assessed? 

Jury prize: 

A high-calibre jury will evaluate the individual formations on site and award points from 1 to 5 (highest 

number of points). 

Audience prize: 

The audience's rating will be determined by live voting using a QR code, and the ensemble with the 

most votes will receive an audience prize. 

 

HOW much is the prize money? 

The winners of the competition will receive prize money of €5,000 and the ‘Artedea’ sculpture. Both 

prizes are sponsored by the Klagenfurt Lions Club ARTecon.   

The winners of the audience award will receive prize money of €1,000 and an opportunity to perform at 

a music or cultural festival in Carinthia (details to follow). 

************************************************************************ 

The entire ARTEDEA team looks forward to receiving numerous registrations and wishes the participants all the 

best, lots of creativity and exciting moments at this special event at the Gustav Mahler Private University of Music! 
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REGISTRATION 

ARTEDEA-Arena 26 – Live Competition for chamber music 

 

 

Rehearsal:  

Wednesday, 29 April 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Großer Saal at the Konzerthaus Klagenfurt 

Concert date:  

Thursday, 30 April 2026, 7:15 p.m. Großer Saal at the Konzerthaus Klagenfurt 

 

Name of the formation/group 

 

 

 

Name of institution (university, college or conservatory) 

 

 

 

Programme selection 

Title Composers Duration 
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Personal data (*necessary) 

*Name *Age *Instrument Address Telephon   E-Mail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

Contact 

Name Address Telephon E-Mail 

    

 

Technical Rider/Equipment (Piano, music stand, chair, lighting,…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


